THERE IS NO OTHER STREAM:
GOD’S MERCY AND GOD’S VICTORY
Message Notes ~ January 27, 2008

1. MERCY IS FOR PEOPLE IN A DITCH

On one occasion an expert in the law stood up to test Jesus. "Teacher," he asked, "what must | do to inherit eternal
life?" "What is written in the Law?" he replied. "How do you read it?" He answered: " 'Love the Lord your God with all
your heart and with all your soul and with all your strength and with all your mind'; and, 'Love your neighbor as
yourself.™ "You have answered correctly," Jesus replied. "Do this and you will live." But he wanted to justify himself,
so he asked Jesus, "And who is my neighbor?" Luke 10.25-29

"Which of these three do you think was a neighbor to the man who fell into the hands of robbers?" The expert in the
law replied, "The one who had mercy on him." Jesus told him, "Go and do likewise." Luke 10.36-37

He has showed you, O man, what is good. And what does the LORD require of you? To act justly and to love mercy
and to walk humbly with your God. Micah 6.8

Here is a trustworthy saying that deserves full acceptance: Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners—of whom
| am the worst. But for that very reason | was shown mercy so that in me, the worst of sinners, Christ Jesus might
display his unlimited patience as an example for those who would believe on him and receive eternal life.

1 Timothy 1.15-16

But Joab replied to the king, "May the LORD your God multiply the troops a hundred times over, and may the eyes of
my lord the king see it. But why does my lord the king want to do such a thing?"
2 Samuel 24.3

David was conscience-stricken after he had counted the fighting men, and he said to the LORD, "l have sinned greatly
in what | have done. Now, O LORD, | beg you, take away the guilt of your servant. | have done a very foolish thing." 2
Samuel 24.10

Before David got up the next morning, the word of the LORD had come to Gad the prophet, David's seer: "Go and tell
David, 'This is what the LORD says: | am giving you three options. Choose one of them for me to carry out against
you."" So Gad went to David and said to him, "Shall there come upon you three years of famine in your land? Or
three months of fleeing from your enemies while they pursue you? Or three days of plague in your land? Now then,
think it over and decide how | should answer the one who sent me." 2 Samuel 24.11-13

David said to Gad, "l am in deep distress. Let us fall into the hands of the LORD, for his mercy is great; but do not let
me fall into the hands of men." 2 Samuel 24.14

2. WHERE THE LAMB IS SLAIN Revelation 5.6
Then Jesus came to them and said, "All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to me. Matthew 28.18

And having disarmed the powers and authorities, he made a public spectacle of them, triumphing over them by the
cross. Colossians 2.15

The best weapons: Torch, clay jar, and horn Judges 6.1-7.25

They overcame him by the blood of the Lamb and by the word of their testimony; they did not love their lives so much
as to shrink from death. Revelation 12.11

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall trouble or hardship or persecution or famine or nakedness or
danger or sword? As it is written: "For your sake we face death all day long; we are considered as sheep to be
slaughtered." No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved us. Romans 8.35-37



